Bronx Rotarians open their hearts to save a young child ®

by dennifer Procario
The Raolar Cluhb
of the Bronx OIECE

again opened its heart to
a family in need, tending
to o young Haitian boy's
failing heart and bring-
ing the child and his
fumily back tao life,
Joaniniar Henock
Fife, 14, of Patit-Godve,
Haiti, suffered from
rheumatic heart disense,

— and fmith =— restored.
“The s WS BAIE-
cessful,” snid Dr. Samu-
el "Hnluiteh\ dimt::r of
cardiothormcac
surgery at the Children's
Hosapital of Montefiore
HL;JHMI {I.,cnt-:rm who
a large role in

F the boy's life on

TWI ¥, January 9.

‘The rheumatic heart
disease caused severs
leaks in Fif¥'s aortic
and mitral valves, so to
allow his heart to fune-
tion properly, doctors
replaced each valve with
mechanical devices. Fify
was due to recover with-

in a week or 10 days of
his surpery, Weainsteln
Eaid.

Fify's amazing turn-
arvund began when Su-
sie Seatt Krabacher, who
L 0T t Mercy
and Sharing Foundation
with her hushand, Joe,
ppotied the young hoy

and immediately noticed
how sick he was.

Upon meturning o
Ameriea, ahe contacted
the Bronx Hotary Club,
which participates in
the |1 r Ro A Ti-
mwnzaﬂ'ﬁiﬂt?l.iﬁ'

program, whase primary

purpose is to help chil-
drern in medical noed
through apen-heart sur-
gery in America.

Cinece Montefiore
agreed Lo admit  Pify
— the Children's Hoss
pitals handles roughly
20 o 25 charity cases a
yvear — local Botarians
arganized the boy's trip
to the Bromx, .Jeanin-
ior is the Gfth c¢hild the

'I'nﬂllnn with his
father, 47-vear-old Yvea
Fify, the boy was un-
easy about his first trip
to the UTnited States but
ia:rﬂ.'dhb: schedule cor-
rective heart

“Hu mdm
er had the treatmaent
gver there, in Haiti,” the
father said through a
tranalator, Antonio Ber-
nard. “He was a little
peared about coming,
but he is grateful for the
program and the oppor-
tunity. He had sai !
coming, and God willing,
he'll be coming hack.”

Mow, ns his child re-
eovers from his surgery,
Tves Fify said he too
feels more at ease.

T foal that in the
hospital I am within &
family that mhm_
and supports me
this time of need,” he
said. “The doctors have
:Em:.m the whale pro-

ure and [ have more
hope today ®

D Samusl Weinsteln of the Children's Hospiisl st
Medical Cantar grests Joaninior Hemock Fify, 14, and
Yyos, who came to the Bronx for Joanknlor's comactive
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.M. hame, Fify's moth-
Hnmu l"unl:m F'Lﬁ',

Roddy Fiy, 10,

l'-'mt -lnll'lu:mr’i
ralurmn.

“Bhe’s besn very sad
hut feels a little better
because of the progress
& far™ Yvea aand of his
wile.

Before receiving waord
regarding this m%'am

W:Dﬂl'hﬂ-l‘lllp

who have already hosted
mmruall'_:mﬂm far
the o program
— exemplifying the Ro-
tary motto: “Service be-
fore self”

LOOZT ‘ST AMVNNYM HILHOJIH SIWIL XNOHE



